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Pay Attention to the Heat

By the time you become thirsty,

It is only mid-July and we have
already seen some warm tem-
peratures this summer. After
the long, cold winter, it is
refreshing to experience some
bright, sunny weather.

With the heat, however, comes
our annual reminders to pay
attention to the exposure that
you and your loved ones have to
the sun.

It is vitally important to keep
well hydrated during warm and
hot weather days. Do not rely
on “becoming thirsty” as a sign
of dehydration.

your body may have already lost

too much water and be on its
way to being dehydrated.

Symptoms of dehydration
include:

e Reduced sweat output

e Rapid heart rate, muscle
fatigue

e  Loss of strength and dexter-

ity
e Dizzy or light-headed
e  Headache, blurred vision

e  Dark urine

The Situation Report

Remember also to check on
children and pets during
warm weather. It is common
for kids to enjoy playing out-
side and forget about their
need to drink water.

Pets , too, should have plenty
of access to fresh water during
warm weather. Your animals
may be drinking up their wa-
ter supply more quickly than
you are used to providing it.

And, don’t forget the sun-
screen. While the NW tem-
peratures may seem mild, long
term exposure can increase
the risk for skin cancer.

FY09 Homeland Security Grants Awarded

2008 /2009 Comparisons

In June, the Department of

2008 SHSP = Homeland Security announced

$19.8 million (state)
$1.4 million (R4)

the latest round of grant awards
to states and urban areas.

The State of Washington re-

2009 SHSP = ceived approximately $18.2

$18.2 million (state)
$1.3 million (R4)

million dollars from the State
Homeland Security Program
(SHSP). What this means to us
in Homeland Security Region 4
is that nearly $1.3 million dol-
lars will be shared among the 4

2008 UASI = $7.6 million
2009 UASI = $7.1 million

2008 CCP = $295,000
2009 CCP = $294,000

counties in SW Washington
over the next 2 years. These
funds will be shared among

police, fire, 9-1-1, emergency
management, public health and
public works agencies.

The Portland Urban Area re-
ceived $7.1 million dollars in
funding to enhance the metro-
politan area. This funding will
be spread among 11 emergency
response and recovery-oriented
discipline groups who are mem-
bers of the Urban Area Security

Initiative (UASI). Clark County

and the City of Vancouver par-
ticipate in a number of UASI
groups.

Finally, the State of Washing-
ton received $294,000 from
the Citizen Corps Program
(CCP) which provides funding
for volunteer response groups.
Of this amount, approxi-
mately $26,000 will soon be
available for programs in SW
Washington.

Although the grants have been
announced, contracts must
now be created and signed by
participating agencies before
these funds can be invested
locally.

NIMS Compliance Report Due September 30th

There are 22 federal grant pro-
grams which require participat-
ing agencies to report their com-
pliance with National Incident
Management System (NIMS)

requirements.

One of those 22 programs is
Homeland Security which
means if your agency or jurisdic-

tion receives any homeland

security grants, you must com-
plete an annual report with the
State of Washington regarding
your agency’s compliance with

NIMS standards.

The reporting form is available
online at www.emd.wa.gov.

The deadline for reporting 2009

compliance with NIMS is

September 30, 2009.

Failure to complete this report
could make your agency ineli-
gible to receive future federal
grant dollars.

If you have any questions
regarding this report, please
contact Ernie Schnabler (see
contact information on page 4
of this newsletter).
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Strive to Survive: Local Business & Industry

The Local Emergency Planning
Committee (LEPC), which
seeks to partner local business
and industry with emergency
response plans, will be sponsor-
ing a special workshop, titled
“Strive 2 Survive” at the Van-
couver Hilton on Monday,
September 2 1st, from 9a-3p.

This workshop will focus on
local hazards related to earth-
quakes and the novel HIN1
Swine Flu, continuity, notifica-
tion and response issues.

Calling EOC Volunteers for 1st Quarterly Meeting!

CRESA is very fortunate to
have a cadre of trained volun-
teers who are willing to respond
to assist coordination during
EOC activations.

While most of the responders
within the EOC environment
are sent there to represent their
government agencies, our EOC
volunteers work hard to fill in
gaps by completing a variety of
tasks including serving in call
centers, writing up summary
reports, coordinating logistical
needs and participating in plan-
ning functions.

The specific target audience for
this workshop includes indus-
try and private sector organiza-
tions which conduct business

here in SW Washington.

Ensuring disaster resilience for
your business will assist you in
recovering from any emergency
situation. It is widely cited
that businesses that fail to re-
open quickly after a disaster
are at significant risk to close
permanently.

Recently, we have received feed-
back from a number of our
EOC volunteers that they would
like to learn more about what
we do during non-emergency
times and determine if there are
other ways they could provide
assistance to our program.

To that end, CRESA is going to
start a quarterly meeting for
EOC Volunteers called
EVENTS which stands for
“Emergency Volunteers:

Events, Notices, Training and
Special Opportunities” which
summarizes the agenda for these

The resiliency of many busi-
nesses is already being stressed
by the struggling economy and
to combine that with a per-
sonnel-ravaging flu or infra-
structure failures could pre-
sent some key challenges to
local businesses.

It will be valuable for business
owners to engage in this work-
shop to evaluate expectations
and identify measures to help
mitigate, plan, respond and
recover when disaster strikes.

brief 60-minute meetings.

We are seeking to enhance
the engagement and relation-
ships that we have with our
trained volunteer cadre to
make our response activities
during a disaster even more
effective.

If you are an EOC volunteer
(or even just interested), con-
sider coming to our first
EVENTS meeting which will
be on Wednesday, August
12th, from 12p-1p at the
Clark Regional EOC. Please
RSVP to Cindy Stanley.

Report Recommends Merger of Preparedness Groups

In June of 2008, a study began
to evaluate existing prepared-
ness organizations within the
Portland Urban Area including
two emergency preparedness
organizations. The Regional
Emergency Management Group
(REMGQG) has existed since the
mid-90s to provide networking,
planning information and train-
ing opportunities for emergency
managers within public, private
infrastructure and non-

governmental organizations.

REMG has also served to brief
elected officials on emergency
management issues throughout
the region.

The Urban Area Security Initia-
tive (UASI) was established
through federal grant guidance
to receive and implement home-
land security funding toward
enhancing domestic prepared-
ness within the metropolitan
area. To evaluate the efficiency
of the two organizational struc-

tures, Ch2M Hill was selected as

a contractor to evaluate various
organizational models to serve
as guidance toward improving
the methods by which we coor-
dinate regional preparedness
planning.

The recently released report
recommends the merger of both
organizations into one structure
with a targeted advisory process
and improved application of
regionally-funded staff positions
to assist in implementing the
new structure.

Page 3

WHO? Business & Industry
in SW Washington

WHEN? 9a-3p on 9/21/09

WHERE? Vancouver Hilton

COST? FREE

REGISTRATION? online 8/1
at www.cresa911.org

QUESTIONS? John Wheeler
(see page 4)

EUENTS

WHO? EOC Volunteers
WHEN? 12p-1p on 8/12/09
WHERE? CRESAEOC
ADDRESS? 710 W 13th ST,

Vancouver

QUESTIONS? Cindy Stanley
(see page 4)




Mailing Address
710 W 13th ST

Phone: 360-737-1911
Fax: 360-694-1954

Visit Us on the Web:

www.cresa9ll.org

Subscribe to the Blog:
www.cresa9ll.blogspot.com

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/CRESA

When Pigs Fly or Get Sick: The EM Perspective

Contact Information
CRESA Emergency Management Manager

Cheryl Bledsoe, 360-992-6270, cheryl.bledsoe@clark.wa.gov

Emergency Management Coordinators

John Wheeler, CRESA, 360-992-6271, john.wheeler@clark.wa.gov

Scott Clemetson, CRESA, 360-992-6289, scott.clemetson@clark.wa.gov

Cindy Stanley, CRESA, 360-992-6285, cindy.stanley@clark.wa.qgov

Homeland Security Coordinators & Staff
Ernie Schnabler, Region IV HS Coordinator, 360-992-6286
ernestus.schnabler@clark.wa.gov

Tamie Cody, Region IV Admin Assistant, 360-992-6287
tamie.cody@clark.wa.gov

John Wallace, UASI HS Coordinator, 360-992-6288,
john.wallace@clark.wa.gov

City of Vancouver Emergency Management

Tami Kihs, Vancouver Fire, 360-487-8627, tami.kihs@ci.vancouver.wa.us

Clark County Risk Management

Elizabeth Vaughn, COOP Coordinator, 360-397-2025, x4838,
elizabeth.vaughn@clark.wa.gov

In late April, the world received a
taste of the novel HIN1 Swine Flu
phenomenon. Humans became ill
and began transmitting an animal-
based disease in human-to-human
form. It dominated the news media
and we all waited and wondered
how sick people would get and
whether we might be facing a pan-
demic on the scale of what occurred
in 1917-1918.

While the HINT story has quieted
down in the news media, many
public health and emergency man-
agement planners are very engaged
in evaluating the course of the dis-
ease in the Southern Hemisphere
and getting ready for a possible
return of the illness when our tradi-
tional flu season starts this fall.

Many people ask why emergency
management would care about a
public health phenomenon since we
do not appear, to the public, as a
having a role in the public response ~ 4)
effort.....so, here are a few reasons:
1)  While the hazard is specific in

nature, the response should

follow traditional all-hazard

pathways for information-

sharing and connectivity with

the community,

Since 9/11/01, public health

has become more engaged in

5)

emergency planning with other
non-health response disciplines,
There are many logistical and
supportrelated tasks involved
in a pandemic response from
assisting with staging areas and

public health plan implementation
to coordination of support, informa-
tion, social services and resource
management,

There are also many non-health
related issues that surround con-
cepts like “social distancing” and
closure recommendations which will
engage all levels of government due
to the various impacts that could
occur based on public health recom-
mendations,

And finally, because a pandemic
could be a long-term response over a
number of months, it is important
for us, as a full emergency response
community, to be ready not only for
the worst that this hazard presents,
but also for any other emergencies
that may come our way.

FOR ALTERNATIVE FORMATS, Contact the CRESA ADA Office
Telephone: 360-737-1911 / 800-833-6388 / Relay 7-1-1 / Email: CRESA@clark.wa.gov
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